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GloballyGlobally

nn 21 21 –– USA USA -- State Law; national standardState Law; national standard
nn Federal fundingFederal funding

nn 18 18 –– Most countriesMost countries
EnforcementEnforcementnn EnforcementEnforcement
nn France France –– Crash Crash -- mandatory Breathalyzermandatory Breathalyzer
nn Mexico Mexico –– Crackdown Crackdown –– deaths  719 to 300deaths  719 to 300

nn Similar sanctions across countriesSimilar sanctions across countries



New York StateNew York State

nn 1910 1910 –– 11stst to Criminalize DWIto Criminalize DWI
nn 1972 1972 –– BAC to .10%BAC to .10%
nn 1981 1981 –– STOPSTOP--DWI programDWI program

2002 2002 –– BAC to .08%BAC to .08%nn 2002 2002 –– BAC to .08%BAC to .08%
nn 2005 2005 –– Vehicular ManslaughterVehicular Manslaughter
nn 2006 2006 –– Aggravated DWI = .18%Aggravated DWI = .18%
nn 2009 2009 –– Ignition Interlock / <16=FelonyIgnition Interlock / <16=Felony



Nassau County DWI StatsNassau County DWI Stats

20102010 20092009
nn DWI ArrestsDWI Arrests 3,6413,641 3,9183,918

nn Average AgeAverage Age 3131 3232nn Average AgeAverage Age 3131 3232

nn Average BACAverage BAC .13%.13% .14%.14%

** 10% of arrestees < 21 yrs.** 10% of arrestees < 21 yrs.



DWI Car StopDWI Car Stop

nn Officer observes traffic violation typical of DWIOfficer observes traffic violation typical of DWI
nn Car stop with interviewCar stop with interview
nn Reasonable SuspicionReasonable Suspicion

Standardized Field Sobriety TestStandardized Field Sobriety Testnn Standardized Field Sobriety TestStandardized Field Sobriety Test
nn Series of tests done curb sideSeries of tests done curb side

nn Portable Breathalyzer Portable Breathalyzer –– optionaloptional
nn Probable Cause = ArrestProbable Cause = Arrest



Central TestingCentral Testing



Police DetentionPolice Detention



Nassau County 
DWI ARRESTS 1982-2009

6070

5778

5534 5459

5950

6772

5268

5657
5433

4900

6064
6200

5688

6287

52315500

6000

6500

7000

7500

D
W
I 
A
R
R
E
S
T
S

4900

3823

4125 4148

4512

4104 4019 4013

4269

3918

4949 4913

4227

3975

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

YEARS/TOTAL

D
W
I 
A
R
R
E
S
T
S

ARREST 5231 4949 6070 5778 5534 4913 5459 5950 6772 6287 5268 5657 5433 4900 6064 6200 5688 3975 3823 4125 4227 4148 4512 4104 4019 4013 4269 3918

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

 
 



Nassau County DWI Crash StatsNassau County DWI Crash Stats

2010 2010 20092009

DWI crashesDWI crashes 657*657* 663663

DWI FatalitiesDWI Fatalities 16 *16 * 3131

* * Pending toxicology finalsPending toxicology finals



Nassau County 
DWI FATALITIES 

1982-2009
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PhilosophyPhilosophy

nnDeterrenceDeterrence
nn TreatmentTreatment

nnLicense SanctionsLicense SanctionsnnLicense SanctionsLicense Sanctions
nnEducationEducation



DeterrenceDeterrence

nn License suspension / revocationLicense suspension / revocation
nn Legal FeesLegal Fees
nn Criminal ConvictionCriminal Conviction

Ignition Interlock DeviceIgnition Interlock Devicenn Ignition Interlock DeviceIgnition Interlock Device
nn ProbationProbation
nn JailJail
nn Injury / Death Injury / Death 



SummarySummary

nn Good progress; Still too many  Good progress; Still too many  
nn General resistance to DWI as “Criminal”General resistance to DWI as “Criminal”
nn EducationEducation

MADD MADD –– since 1980since 1980nn MADD MADD –– since 1980since 1980
nn Increased consequences = increased deterrenceIncreased consequences = increased deterrence

nn Continued law changesContinued law changes
nn Requires popular supportRequires popular support
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